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From: Tom Koontz

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: ActBlue and matching contributions
Date: 12/10/2007 02:50 PM

Dear Ms. Dove,

| agree with DailyKos that:

"The public financing system is designed to let campaigns match small dollar
contributions from supporters. ActBlue helps facilitate those small dollar
contributions. There's no reason contributions via ActBlue should not count for
public financing purposes."”

When contributing to a candidate through the ActBlue site, it has never even
occurred to me even that i might giving TO a PAC, rather my sense of it has been
that ActBlue was facilitating my donating to the individual candidate.

Thank you for considering my opinion.

Tom Koontz
Seattle
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From: madeleine stowe

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: FEC ruling on Act Blue
Date: 12/10/2007 02:53 PM

Dear Ms. Dove,

| amwiting to express ny deep concern over an upcom ng judgenent the
FEC is about to make regarding the viability of contributions sent to
John Edwards' canpaign via ACT BLUE for federal natching funds.

It was my understanding that ACT BLUE acted solely as a clearing house
for contributions. It was, to nme, sinply a good expedi ent way to get
nmy contribution to the Edwards canpaign. | am opposed to a litera
ruling of FEC | aws regarding the issue, as |'maware that we're
dealing with a 30 year law that could never take into account the
advance of technol ogy.

I would ask that the FEC respect the | NTENT of the |aw.

I want nmy contribution to Senator Edwards eligible for federal
mat chi ng funds as ny understanding was that it would be.

Thank you for your kind attention,

Madel ei ne St owe
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From: Jeff & Patty Polster

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: ActBlue

Date: 12/10/2007 02:54 PM
Hello,

I'm writing to request that you allow matching of contributions made to

ActBlue. There are probably other, similarly appropriate organizations/
websites, but ActBlue is the only one | am familiar with and that | have

donated to a candidate through (I think).

| respect Senator Edwards's decision to go with public campaign financing,
and wish more candidates would do the same. Please support his
decision and the wishes of small contributors like myself - allow matching
of contributions to ActBlue.

Thank you,

Patty Polster

11509 Wylwood Dr.

Maryland Heights, MO 63043
314-770-1401
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From: Rick Pickett

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: FEC: Matching Federal Fund for PACs Operating like ActBlue
Date: 12/10/2007 02:56 PM

Dear Ms. Mary Dove,
I"mwiting you to support matching funds for PAC groups |ike ActBl ue.

I, as an individual canpaign donor, have used ActBlue for donation
purposes for the past two years. | appreciate their web technol ogy
in easily allowing ne to contribute to candi dates and causes in a
strai ghtforward, fast and easy manner.

|'ve been able to contribute to nore than one individual with their
website, by paying only once and not having to log in to each

i ndi vidual's canpaign website, etc. The sinmply allow ne to allocate
how much nmoney | want for the person, submt my CC information and
personal info (Job, Enployer, etc.) and click once to contribute.

| feel that PACs |ike ActBlue are within the | aw regardi ng federal

mat chi ng funds since |, an individual donating no nore than $150 to a
candi date, am not a corporation or large entity contributing canpaign
noney. By denying funding to candi dates who accept matching funds
you' re al so denying our rights as individuals to participate
nonetarily in the election of our representatives.

Thanks for your tine,

Ri ck Pickett

2649 San Pabl o Ave, #3
Ber kel ey, CA 94702-2262
858. 472. 6957

Peace
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From: NancyTerrell

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: PLEASE!
Date: 12/10/2007 03:00 PM

PLEASE allow contributions to John Edwards via ACT BLUE to count for public
financing!!

Ths FEC law is 30 years old - and doesn't consider internet contributions via the
conduit - Act Blue.

Thanks
The Terrells
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From: Matthew Taylor

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: Edwards matching funds comment
Date: 12/10/2007 03:03 PM

I"'ma registered voter and student at the University of Mchigan in Ann
Ar bor .

I have to voice ny concern that federal matching funds regul ati ons are about
to be applied too literally and wi thout recognition of the intent of the |aw
with respect to the Edwards canpai gn. ActBlue collects SMALL DOLLAR
donors--exactly the opposite of those this rule was neant to stop from
getting matched--and is nmerely a bundler of small-dollar donations. Please
go with intent of the | aw here, and give Edwards the ActBl ue contributions'
mat chi ng funds.

Mat t hew Tayl or, Sophonore, University of M chigan
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From: Jim Jacobs

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: ActBlue and Public Campaign Financing
Date: 12/10/2007 03:04 PM

When | give a canpaign contribution through ActBl ue and probably others,
I view this transaction as essentially between ne and the donation
target: ActBlue is nerely a broker. There is anple precedent for this.
| frequently purchase itens on line and utilize the services of PayPal
In that case PayPal is a transaction facilitator and not a party to the
transaction which is between nme and the seller. The same |ogic applies
to credit card conpanies and banks: they are noving ny noney accordi ng
to ny wi shes.

My understanding is that there is no problemwith a credit card conpany
handl i ng the donation nor is their any di spute about a bank handling the
fund transfer via a personal check, so there should be no problemw th
PayPal or ActBlue serving as fund conveyors. |f the FEC is concerned
that such a mechani smcould be exploited to circunvent election
financing rules then it should devel op a series of reasonable rules
which woul d permit ActBlue to performthis inmportant nicro-financing
service while preventing the use of this nechanismto as an end-run on
canpai gn finance regul ations.

I think that by naking it easier for people to provide small donations

to canpaigns, the ActBlue is acting in the best interests of the

American electorate. In the future, if canpaigns are able to raise

funds in small anmounts froma |arge nunber of citizens it wll

denocratize the process and reduce the power of big-noney, special

i nterest donors. | suggest that the FEC find a way to nake this work
rather than relying on an ultra-legalistic approach to resolving the issue.

Jim
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From: Sherry Buchsbaum

To: mdove@fec.gov

Subject: Eligibility of matching funds for contributions made via ActBlue
Date: 12/10/2007 03:05 PM

Dear Sirs,

I was extremely disappointed to read of your preliminary ruling that
contributions made to John Edwards via ActBlue will not be eligible for
Federal Matching Funds. The preliminary decision strikes me as both
unreasonable and unjust, and | hope that it will not be finalized. As a
contributor via ActBlue, | conformed to standards that were identical to
those followed when | contributed to John Edwards in 2004 - when
contributions were not processed by ActBlue. | provided my name,
address, and other contact information, my employment status, the fact
that the funds contributed were from my own earnings, that | was not a
Federal contractor, etc. All the information required by the FEC to
determine that my contribution was entirely legitimate was collected by
the website.

The fact that ActBlue is a site serving progressive candidates raises my
concerns that the FEC may be expressing political bias. That suspicion is
troubling indeed. Surely, the FEC as a putatively nonpartisan body was
created to guard against corruption, not to further it.

Sincerely,
Sherry S. Buchsbaum

1212 Fifth Avenue, Apt. 14B
New York, NY 10029-5219
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From: reed hearon

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: Act Blue
Date: 12/10/2007 03:18 PM

As soneone who has donated noney to specific candi dates through Act
Blue, | amwiting to request that you not ms-categorize their
activities as a PAC | have used Act Blue SOLELY because they
represent an easy, secure way to donate funds to candi dates of my own
choosing online. | use Act Blue much as | use PayPal or Google Pay,
or, in fact, my credit card at physical nmerchants. | choose not to
donate directly through each candi dates web site because it takes
much nore time, is not always a secure financial transaction, and is
much | ess convenient. Act Blue is not a PAC by definition. It does
not aggregate funds and di spense themin order to influence issues or
elections. It is sinmply a financial clearing house.

yours truly,

Reed Hearon, esq
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From: John

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: As a small contributor
Date: 12/10/2007 03:20 PM

I nust urge you to make an exenption for ActBlue (and
simlar entities, of course) in public financing. The
law in question was witten well before the advent of
the internet era, and was never intended to cover such
transparent and publicly-accountable institutions as
ActBlue. To rule that contributions given through
entities such as ActBlue are ineligible for public
financing would be to twist the letter of the law to
pervert its spirit. Further, it would have quite
definitely pernicious practical effects. | ama
repeated small donor, both in this cycle and in the
two before it, and | can attest that | do the great
majority of ny donating through ActBlue. | have found
it to be an extrenely conveni ent and val uabl e servi ce,
and it is in all honesty not an exaggeration to say
that at least a certain anount of my political

partici pation woul d not have happened w thout it. To
be told that ny contributions are somehow "dirty" and
ineligible for public financing because of an

obsol escent technicality would be, to say the |east,
di scouragi ng. | suspect nmany other nmenbers of ny age
cohort (young coll ege student), who increasingly tend
to handle affairs through the internet, would find it
simlarly so. In order to draw nore people into the
political process and nake the voice of ordinary
peopl e count for nore (the original, and deeply
worthy, intent of public financing) it is essential to
defend the legitimacy of institutions such as ActBl ue,
not to assault it.

Si ncerely,
John Fay Jr.

"To announce that there nust be no criticismof the President,
wong, is not only unpatriotic and servile, but is norally
treasonable to the American public." - Theodore Roosevelt
"The arc of history is long, but it bends toward justice." -

or that we are to stand by the President,

Martin Luther

Ki ng,

Jr.

Be a better friend, newshound, and

know-it-all with Yahoo! Mbile. Try it now. http://nobile.yahoo.conl;_ylt=Ahu06i 62sR8HDt Dypao8Wj 9t AcJ

right or
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From: Donald Ball

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: ActBlue
Date: 12/10/2007 03:26 PM

| understand you're going to be issuing a ruling on treating
contributions to political candi dates through paynent processing sites
like ActBlue as matchable or not. Wiile a literal reading of the | aw
could I ead one to conclude they're not, commopn sense would dictate

otherwise. If | may:

1. It is nore efficient for small canpaigns to receive donations
t hrough a paynent processing site |ike ActBlue rather than establish
their own infrastructure to do so

2. It is safer for contributers to donate noney to small canpai gns
through a trusted payment processing site like ActBlue, rather than
directly to the candidates sites directly. This is sonething of a
subtle point, but | urge to to think about it. As canpaign
contributions nove nore and nore to the web, there's every incentive
for malicious phishers to set up fake candidate web sites and trick
people into giving up their credit card nunbers and other persona

i nformati on. As a random contributer, howcan | tell which of

j ohndoe2012. com or j ohndoe2012.org is the real canpaign web site?
Allowing folks to contribute through trusted paynment processing sites
like ActBlue nitigates this risk.

Your goal here should be to nake it easier and safer for individuals
to contribute to political canpaigns. | urge you to do so by treating
noney col |l ected for canpaigns via paynment processing sites like
ActBlue to be treated as direct paynents to the candi dates, and thus
mat chabl e for the purpose of public financing.

- donald
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From: L. Antkiewicz

To: mdove@fec.gov

Subject: act blue as pac - | am opposed
Date: 12/10/2007 03:27 PM

Hel | o,

Pl ease add ny conments to the public coments being
accepted for considering act blue to be a pac.

I am opposed to act blue being considered a pac, for
the sinple reason that act blue is just a glorified
paypal . Nothing nore. If you are not familiar with
paypal , then please |earn about it. You nust
understand it to nmake good deci sions.

t hanks,
L. Antkiew cz

18000 Foster Rd
Los Gatos, CA 95030

Never miss a thing. Make Yahoo your hone page.
http://ww. yahoo. con'r/ hs
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From: Kim OConnor

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: Comment on Act Blue upcoming ruling
Date: 12/10/2007 03:27 PM

Dear Ms. Dove,

| am writing this morning to express my desire for your agency to allow
individuals like me to donate to candidates using Act Blue (or other similar
websites) and consider this donation eligible for matching funds.

| think it is obvious to you that a law written 30 years ago did not consider
nor imply that a service like this would exist, much less require the FEC to
dismiss these individual donations as ineligible for matching funds.

If your agency in the end decides to look at this law in an extreme literal
sense, and uses your draft opinion, despite the fact it could not have
applied to this service, | think it will only reduce the public's interest in
elections and our ability to support our desired candidate.

Act Blue is simply facilitating donations to candidates made by individuals.
The 30 year old law says:

A matchable contribution consists of "a gift of money made by a written
instrument which identifies the person making the contribution by full
name and mailing address."

Do you also eliminate any donation made online, at a candidate's website
using a credit card? For to me this law seems to prohibit a campaign from
accepting any credit cards, especially if they are processed using a service
such as Act Blue or any other services that process credit cards.

| am sure you will receive many more communications from private
citizens like me that are written by lawyers, which | am not.

| am simply using common sense here, and do not think a 30 year old law,
written before the internet existed, should punish candidates who used Act
Blue or other similar services.

| urge you to reconsider your draft opinion, and change this rule to bring it
inline with the 21st century.
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Best Regards,

Kim OConnor

53 Cumberland St

San Francisco, CA 94110
P: 415-282-8281
kimoconnor@earthlink.net
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