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From: Tom Koontz

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: ActBlue and matching contributions
Date: 12/10/2007 02:50 PM

Dear Ms. Dove,

| agree with DailyKos that:

"The public financing system is designed to let campaigns match small dollar
contributions from supporters. ActBlue helps facilitate those small dollar
contributions. There's no reason contributions via ActBlue should not count for
public financing purposes."”

When contributing to a candidate through the ActBlue site, it has never even
occurred to me even that i might giving TO a PAC, rather my sense of it has been
that ActBlue was facilitating my donating to the individual candidate.

Thank you for considering my opinion.

Tom Koontz
Seattle
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From: madeleine stowe

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: FEC ruling on Act Blue
Date: 12/10/2007 02:53 PM

Dear Ms. Dove,

| amwiting to express ny deep concern over an upcom ng judgenent the
FEC is about to make regarding the viability of contributions sent to
John Edwards' canpaign via ACT BLUE for federal natching funds.

It was my understanding that ACT BLUE acted solely as a clearing house
for contributions. It was, to nme, sinply a good expedi ent way to get
nmy contribution to the Edwards canpaign. | am opposed to a litera
ruling of FEC | aws regarding the issue, as |'maware that we're
dealing with a 30 year law that could never take into account the
advance of technol ogy.

I would ask that the FEC respect the | NTENT of the |aw.

I want nmy contribution to Senator Edwards eligible for federal
mat chi ng funds as ny understanding was that it would be.

Thank you for your kind attention,

Madel ei ne St owe
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From: Jeff & Patty Polster

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: ActBlue

Date: 12/10/2007 02:54 PM
Hello,

I'm writing to request that you allow matching of contributions made to

ActBlue. There are probably other, similarly appropriate organizations/
websites, but ActBlue is the only one | am familiar with and that | have

donated to a candidate through (I think).

| respect Senator Edwards's decision to go with public campaign financing,
and wish more candidates would do the same. Please support his
decision and the wishes of small contributors like myself - allow matching
of contributions to ActBlue.

Thank you,

Patty Polster

11509 Wylwood Dr.

Maryland Heights, MO 63043
314-770-1401
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From: Rick Pickett

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: FEC: Matching Federal Fund for PACs Operating like ActBlue
Date: 12/10/2007 02:56 PM

Dear Ms. Mary Dove,
I"mwiting you to support matching funds for PAC groups |ike ActBl ue.

I, as an individual canpaign donor, have used ActBlue for donation
purposes for the past two years. | appreciate their web technol ogy
in easily allowing ne to contribute to candi dates and causes in a
strai ghtforward, fast and easy manner.

|'ve been able to contribute to nore than one individual with their
website, by paying only once and not having to log in to each

i ndi vidual's canpaign website, etc. The sinmply allow ne to allocate
how much nmoney | want for the person, submt my CC information and
personal info (Job, Enployer, etc.) and click once to contribute.

| feel that PACs |ike ActBlue are within the | aw regardi ng federal

mat chi ng funds since |, an individual donating no nore than $150 to a
candi date, am not a corporation or large entity contributing canpaign
noney. By denying funding to candi dates who accept matching funds
you' re al so denying our rights as individuals to participate
nonetarily in the election of our representatives.

Thanks for your tine,

Ri ck Pickett

2649 San Pabl o Ave, #3
Ber kel ey, CA 94702-2262
858. 472. 6957

Peace
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From: NancyTerrell

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: PLEASE!
Date: 12/10/2007 03:00 PM

PLEASE allow contributions to John Edwards via ACT BLUE to count for public
financing!!

Ths FEC law is 30 years old - and doesn't consider internet contributions via the
conduit - Act Blue.

Thanks
The Terrells
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From: Matthew Taylor

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: Edwards matching funds comment
Date: 12/10/2007 03:03 PM

I"'ma registered voter and student at the University of Mchigan in Ann
Ar bor .

I have to voice ny concern that federal matching funds regul ati ons are about
to be applied too literally and wi thout recognition of the intent of the |aw
with respect to the Edwards canpai gn. ActBlue collects SMALL DOLLAR
donors--exactly the opposite of those this rule was neant to stop from
getting matched--and is nmerely a bundler of small-dollar donations. Please
go with intent of the | aw here, and give Edwards the ActBl ue contributions'
mat chi ng funds.

Mat t hew Tayl or, Sophonore, University of M chigan
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From: Jim Jacobs

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: ActBlue and Public Campaign Financing
Date: 12/10/2007 03:04 PM

When | give a canpaign contribution through ActBl ue and probably others,
I view this transaction as essentially between ne and the donation
target: ActBlue is nerely a broker. There is anple precedent for this.
| frequently purchase itens on line and utilize the services of PayPal
In that case PayPal is a transaction facilitator and not a party to the
transaction which is between nme and the seller. The same |ogic applies
to credit card conpanies and banks: they are noving ny noney accordi ng
to ny wi shes.

My understanding is that there is no problemwith a credit card conpany
handl i ng the donation nor is their any di spute about a bank handling the
fund transfer via a personal check, so there should be no problemw th
PayPal or ActBlue serving as fund conveyors. |f the FEC is concerned
that such a mechani smcould be exploited to circunvent election
financing rules then it should devel op a series of reasonable rules
which woul d permit ActBlue to performthis inmportant nicro-financing
service while preventing the use of this nechanismto as an end-run on
canpai gn finance regul ations.

I think that by naking it easier for people to provide small donations

to canpaigns, the ActBlue is acting in the best interests of the

American electorate. In the future, if canpaigns are able to raise

funds in small anmounts froma |arge nunber of citizens it wll

denocratize the process and reduce the power of big-noney, special

i nterest donors. | suggest that the FEC find a way to nake this work
rather than relying on an ultra-legalistic approach to resolving the issue.

Jim



mailto:jacobsj@amigo.net

mailto:mdove@fec.gov




From: Sherry Buchsbaum

To: mdove@fec.gov

Subject: Eligibility of matching funds for contributions made via ActBlue
Date: 12/10/2007 03:05 PM

Dear Sirs,

I was extremely disappointed to read of your preliminary ruling that
contributions made to John Edwards via ActBlue will not be eligible for
Federal Matching Funds. The preliminary decision strikes me as both
unreasonable and unjust, and | hope that it will not be finalized. As a
contributor via ActBlue, | conformed to standards that were identical to
those followed when | contributed to John Edwards in 2004 - when
contributions were not processed by ActBlue. | provided my name,
address, and other contact information, my employment status, the fact
that the funds contributed were from my own earnings, that | was not a
Federal contractor, etc. All the information required by the FEC to
determine that my contribution was entirely legitimate was collected by
the website.

The fact that ActBlue is a site serving progressive candidates raises my
concerns that the FEC may be expressing political bias. That suspicion is
troubling indeed. Surely, the FEC as a putatively nonpartisan body was
created to guard against corruption, not to further it.

Sincerely,
Sherry S. Buchsbaum

1212 Fifth Avenue, Apt. 14B
New York, NY 10029-5219
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From: reed hearon

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: Act Blue
Date: 12/10/2007 03:18 PM

As soneone who has donated noney to specific candi dates through Act
Blue, | amwiting to request that you not ms-categorize their
activities as a PAC | have used Act Blue SOLELY because they
represent an easy, secure way to donate funds to candi dates of my own
choosing online. | use Act Blue much as | use PayPal or Google Pay,
or, in fact, my credit card at physical nmerchants. | choose not to
donate directly through each candi dates web site because it takes
much nore time, is not always a secure financial transaction, and is
much | ess convenient. Act Blue is not a PAC by definition. It does
not aggregate funds and di spense themin order to influence issues or
elections. It is sinmply a financial clearing house.

yours truly,

Reed Hearon, esq
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From: John

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: As a small contributor
Date: 12/10/2007 03:20 PM

I nust urge you to make an exenption for ActBlue (and
simlar entities, of course) in public financing. The
law in question was witten well before the advent of
the internet era, and was never intended to cover such
transparent and publicly-accountable institutions as
ActBlue. To rule that contributions given through
entities such as ActBlue are ineligible for public
financing would be to twist the letter of the law to
pervert its spirit. Further, it would have quite
definitely pernicious practical effects. | ama
repeated small donor, both in this cycle and in the
two before it, and | can attest that | do the great
majority of ny donating through ActBlue. | have found
it to be an extrenely conveni ent and val uabl e servi ce,
and it is in all honesty not an exaggeration to say
that at least a certain anount of my political

partici pation woul d not have happened w thout it. To
be told that ny contributions are somehow "dirty" and
ineligible for public financing because of an

obsol escent technicality would be, to say the |east,
di scouragi ng. | suspect nmany other nmenbers of ny age
cohort (young coll ege student), who increasingly tend
to handle affairs through the internet, would find it
simlarly so. In order to draw nore people into the
political process and nake the voice of ordinary
peopl e count for nore (the original, and deeply
worthy, intent of public financing) it is essential to
defend the legitimacy of institutions such as ActBl ue,
not to assault it.

Si ncerely,
John Fay Jr.

"To announce that there nust be no criticismof the President,
wong, is not only unpatriotic and servile, but is norally
treasonable to the American public." - Theodore Roosevelt
"The arc of history is long, but it bends toward justice." -

or that we are to stand by the President,

Martin Luther

Ki ng,

Jr.

Be a better friend, newshound, and

know-it-all with Yahoo! Mbile. Try it now. http://nobile.yahoo.conl;_ylt=Ahu06i 62sR8HDt Dypao8Wj 9t AcJ

right or
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From: Donald Ball

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: ActBlue
Date: 12/10/2007 03:26 PM

| understand you're going to be issuing a ruling on treating
contributions to political candi dates through paynent processing sites
like ActBlue as matchable or not. Wiile a literal reading of the | aw
could I ead one to conclude they're not, commopn sense would dictate

otherwise. If | may:

1. It is nore efficient for small canpaigns to receive donations
t hrough a paynent processing site |ike ActBlue rather than establish
their own infrastructure to do so

2. It is safer for contributers to donate noney to small canpai gns
through a trusted payment processing site like ActBlue, rather than
directly to the candidates sites directly. This is sonething of a
subtle point, but | urge to to think about it. As canpaign
contributions nove nore and nore to the web, there's every incentive
for malicious phishers to set up fake candidate web sites and trick
people into giving up their credit card nunbers and other persona

i nformati on. As a random contributer, howcan | tell which of

j ohndoe2012. com or j ohndoe2012.org is the real canpaign web site?
Allowing folks to contribute through trusted paynment processing sites
like ActBlue nitigates this risk.

Your goal here should be to nake it easier and safer for individuals
to contribute to political canpaigns. | urge you to do so by treating
noney col |l ected for canpaigns via paynment processing sites like
ActBlue to be treated as direct paynents to the candi dates, and thus
mat chabl e for the purpose of public financing.

- donald
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From: L. Antkiewicz

To: mdove@fec.gov

Subject: act blue as pac - | am opposed
Date: 12/10/2007 03:27 PM

Hel | o,

Pl ease add ny conments to the public coments being
accepted for considering act blue to be a pac.

I am opposed to act blue being considered a pac, for
the sinple reason that act blue is just a glorified
paypal . Nothing nore. If you are not familiar with
paypal , then please |earn about it. You nust
understand it to nmake good deci sions.

t hanks,
L. Antkiew cz

18000 Foster Rd
Los Gatos, CA 95030

Never miss a thing. Make Yahoo your hone page.
http://ww. yahoo. con'r/ hs



mailto:la395@yahoo.com

mailto:mdove@fec.gov




From: Kim OConnor

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: Comment on Act Blue upcoming ruling
Date: 12/10/2007 03:27 PM

Dear Ms. Dove,

| am writing this morning to express my desire for your agency to allow
individuals like me to donate to candidates using Act Blue (or other similar
websites) and consider this donation eligible for matching funds.

| think it is obvious to you that a law written 30 years ago did not consider
nor imply that a service like this would exist, much less require the FEC to
dismiss these individual donations as ineligible for matching funds.

If your agency in the end decides to look at this law in an extreme literal
sense, and uses your draft opinion, despite the fact it could not have
applied to this service, | think it will only reduce the public's interest in
elections and our ability to support our desired candidate.

Act Blue is simply facilitating donations to candidates made by individuals.
The 30 year old law says:

A matchable contribution consists of "a gift of money made by a written
instrument which identifies the person making the contribution by full
name and mailing address."

Do you also eliminate any donation made online, at a candidate's website
using a credit card? For to me this law seems to prohibit a campaign from
accepting any credit cards, especially if they are processed using a service
such as Act Blue or any other services that process credit cards.

| am sure you will receive many more communications from private
citizens like me that are written by lawyers, which | am not.

| am simply using common sense here, and do not think a 30 year old law,
written before the internet existed, should punish candidates who used Act
Blue or other similar services.

| urge you to reconsider your draft opinion, and change this rule to bring it
inline with the 21st century.
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Best Regards,

Kim OConnor

53 Cumberland St

San Francisco, CA 94110
P: 415-282-8281
kimoconnor@earthlink.net
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From: Anthony Burton

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: ActBlue and Public Financing
Date: 12/10/2007 03:33 PM

Dear Mary Dove,

I'm writing today to encourage the FEC to allow funds raised via online
entities like ActBlue to be eligible for matching funds.

As we all know, the internet has changed just about everything. People
shop online to the extent that "Black Friday" is now followed by "Cyber
Monday" to begin the Holiday shopping season. People pay bills online,
renew licenses, even meet future spouses. With the rapidity of the
change, it's often hard to keep up. But I think most folks agree that the
internet has been a force for positive change.

In addition to the many personal benefits and conveniences the internet
confers, it has also been a boon to American Democracy. In 2004 we saw
Howard Dean change the way campaigns raised money. Of a sudden,
millions of dollars were pouring in via the internet. What made this all the
more exciting is that many of these contributions were relatively small,
and came from citizens who had not contributed to campaigns. The
internet has helped engage millions of people in the ongoing
experiem3ent of American Democracy. Indeed, the internet has helped
reinvigorate our Democracy.

Organizations such as ActBlue came into being as a result of that re-
invigoration. As I'm sure the FEC knows, ActBlue is a single destination
where citizens may go to contribute their money to any number of
candidates. ActBlue is providing a service to our Democracy and making
citizen engagement and participation easier for many people. Citizens
make individual; contributions to candidates, and ActBlue passes along
those funds to the specified candidates.

Now, due to the manner in which this "clearinghouse" works, inc which
Act Blue makes large disbursements to canadidates, rather than passing
on each contribution individually, it would seem that contributions made
through ActBlue are not eligible for Matching Funds. But the law governing
matching funds was written in an age before the internet had blossomed
into the engine for Democracy that it has become. | strongly encourage
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the FEC to consider the spirit of the law, as well as the letter of the law.
The spirit of the law would suggest that individuals who make their
contributions via ActBlue have just as much right to have their
contributions matched as do contributors who gave directly to a campaign.

As | see it, this is NOT an issue about the candidates, it is an issue about
the rights of the citizen contributors who have every reason to expect that
their individual contributions will be treated equally no matter if they were
made via ActBlue, or directly to a campaign.

The public financing system is designed to let campaigns match small
dollar contributions from supporters. ActBlue helps facilitate those small
dollar contributions. There's no reason contributions via ActBlue should not
count for public financing purposes.

Many thanks for your consideration,
Anthony Burton

1715 N Sawyer

Chicago, IL 60647






From: risd

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: act blue

Date: 12/10/2007 03:43 PM
hi

i've heard that the fec is considering not counting bl og donations
qualified for matching funds - in ny opinion, this is a mstake . i've
given nore via the internet and sites |ike actblue than ever before. the
internet is a great way for grassroots funding for candi dates. please
support it

t hanks

eric paul neier
Director of Interactive Media
RI SD - Communi cati ons + Design

CE instructor/Program Coordi nat or
Web Certificate Program
RISD - http://ww.risd. edu/ conted. cfm

401-277-4940
enei er @i sd. edu
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From: Matt Sawatzki

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: ActBlue Contibutions
Date: 12/10/2007 03:46 PM

Dear Ms. Dove-

| read recently of a preliminary decision by the FEC to deny a significant
portion of federal matching funds to the campaign of John Edwards. The
funds in question involve those that are obtained through ActBlue, a
Democratic political action committee. While the original intent of the
relevant law (11 C.F.R. 89034.3(f)) was to ensure that contributions from
corporations, unions, etc. were not illegally matched, ActBlue is in a grey
area of this.

It's true that ActBlue is a registered PAC. However, they are simply a
conduit for small dollar donations to be made on behalf of ordinary
citizens. ActBlue facilitates the democratic process of contributing to
political campaigns by using the internet. ActBlue has no power and has
not ever taken money from a contributor and given to a candidate other
than the one specifically picked to receive funds from the contributor.
They are simply facilitators, middlemen if you will.

This FEC law is nearly 30 years old and, with the great advances in
technology and networking, needs to be revised. ActBlue operates within
the spirit of the law that had no way of knowing what the internet even
was at that point.

| urge you to pass this sentiment along and reconsider the FEC's decision
on the behalf of all those who favor matching contributions and public
financing. | know that there are many thousands of citizens just like me
who would feel the same way if they were as informed and willing to
reach out to you. To reject this case (and similar cases) would be to set
back public financing many years. The spirit of the law must continue by
evolving with the times.

Thank you for your consideration, Ms. Dove.
Sincerely,

Matt Sawatzki
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301-538-0097






From: David S. Wiedner

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: Public Comment re: ActBlue and 11 C.F.R. §9034.3(f)
Date: 12/10/2007 03:53 PM

To the Conmi ssion Secretary:

| have used ActBlue to direct my individual contributions to candi dates
of ny choice. | amsurprised to |l earn that donations through ActBl ue may
not be matchable for public financing purposes. | amespecially
surprised in that the affected donors, and candi dates, belong to only
one political party.

ActBlue nerely facilitates my individual acts of contribution, the way a
bank would facilitate my check to a political candidate. Is the FEC

goi ng to ban contributions made by bank checks fromeligibility for

mat chi ng funds?

Had | known of the FEC s proposed action on this matter, | would have
contri buted noney via other nedia.

Kindly take this opportunity to render a decision in favor of individual
participation in the denocratic process: please rule that donations nade
via ActBlue are nmatchable for public financing.

Thank you for the opportunity to conment.

Si ncerely,

David S. W edner

712 Lombard Street

Phi | adel phia, PA 19147
(215) 627-6918
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From: Dave Chirayath

Reply To: dchiraya@bates.edu
To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: ActBlue

Date: 12/10/2007 03:57 PM
Mary,

I amwiting about ActBlue and natching contributions. The public
financing systemis designed to | et canpaigns match small dollar
contributions fromsupporters. ActBlue helps facilitate those snall
dollar contributions so | see no reason contributions via ActBlue shoul d
not count for public financing purposes.

Pl ease consider this as you nobve towards a deci sion.

Dave

Dave Chirayath

Resear ch Anal yst

Bat es Col | ege

2 Andrews Road, Lane Hall 14D

Lewi ston, ME 04240

Phone: (207) 786-8371, Fax: (207) 786-8242
E-mail: dchiraya@ates. edu

This email nessage (and any attachments therein) contains information that

may be confidential and is for the use of

the addressee only. |If you are not the intended recipient, please return the email to the sender and delete it from

your conputer.



mailto:dchiraya@bates.edu

mailto:dchiraya@bates.edu

mailto:mdove@fec.gov




From: Johnathan

Reply To: johann7@comcast.net
To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: Act Blue

Date: 12/10/2007 04:03 PM

| realize that enforcing the law as it is intended is anathema in this
day and age. However, if you can summon the fortitude and courage it
takes to actually -you know do the right thing- and match the individual
contributions via Act Blue, it would be appreciated.

Then agai n, what Federal Agency hasn't been subsumed by corruption?
Alas, I'll not hold nmy breath as ny request is nade neither on behal f of
a corporation nor at the whimof a Rethuglican.

Johnat han
Chat t anooga, TN.
Proudly Christian AND Li beral
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From: Dave Nichols

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: Comment on DRAFT ADVISORY OPINION 2007-31
Date: 12/10/2007 04:15 PM

Commission Secretary
Federal Election Commission

Re: Comment on DRAFT ADVISORY OPINION 2007-31

It is my understanding that the Commission has prepared DRAFT
ADVISORY OPINION 2007-31 which would hold that donations through
on-line forums for donating to candidates for Federal Office (e.g., ActBlue)
are not matchable for public financing purposes. | find this position to be
contrary to the pubic interest advanced by the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971. The Act had the purpose of enhancing the public’s accessto
and interest in the election of the President of the United States. It was
enacted in response real and perceived limitations to the role of the average
citizens in the electoral process as PACs, businesses, wealthy donors and
Unions increasing dominated the funding of our Presidential candidates.

ActBlue serves the intent of the 1971 Act by allowing small donors such as
myself to securely donate to candidates. Through the site | am able to
determine which candidates | choose to fund, when | fund them and in what
amount | donate. | can set up a segregated donation page for any candidate
so that others who know me can donate through that vehicle.

| urge the Commission to reject the Advisory Opinion. Donations through
on-line forums should be matched as long as the donations comply with all
FEC regulations (e.g., limitation on amount, reporting of the name,
occupation, etc. of the donor).

David L. Nichols
2455 George Washington Way, R-200
Richland, WA 99354

509-371-8053
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From: Matt Erickson

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: ActBlue
Date: 12/10/2007 04:24 PM

It’s clear that contributions aren’t made “to” ActBlue, but rather “through”
ActBlue, about as directly to candidates as is possible in this day and age.

They ought to be treated as such, and thus be eligible for matching funds.

Thanks.
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From: mluznyc@aol.com

To: mdove@fec.gov.
Subject: Act Pariotic.... DON'T muzzle ActBlue
Date: 12/10/2007 04:26 PM

| have made donations through ActBlue and these have been only for
specific candidates at specific times for specific reasons... the donation is
totally under my control. | DO NOT give money to Act Blue to distribute as
they see fit... to whichever candidates they want.

They are essentially a go-between which matches donors DIRECTLY with
candidates. If you categorize them as PAC then you will have to do the
same to every Rotary Club, Elk's Lodge and every other independent,
private organization with a phone bank. It's the exactly same thing as a
bunch of average folks in front of a grocery store passing out donor forms
that allow you to send money directly to a campaign.

They are not collecting for themselves. They are only a conduit, a
promotional group, and totally lacking in discretionary power over the fund

they raise.

More new features than ever. Check out the new AOL Mail!
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From: John & Debbie Taylor

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: legislation on Public Financing and Matching Funds
Date: 12/10/2007 04:34 PM

We, as a nation, should be trying everything we can to encourage
public financing of elections, in order to level the playing field
and take noney out of the political arena.

Any regulation that might limt and undo this is not advantageous to
our country in reformng el ections.

Any regulation that nakes it harder, rather than easier, for small
donor contributions to be collected and counted toward matchi ng funds
is limting public financing efforts.

Therefore, any current regulation that the FEC is considering to
[imt a funds-collection vehicle such as ActBlue to act on behal f of
canpai gns and to have its collection of contributions counted toward
mat ching public funds is clearly not constructive or fair.

Let's promote public financing, not limt or boondoggle it!

Pl ease reconsider the pending |legislation on this.

Thank you.

Debor ah Tayl or

PO Box 51
Patterson, NY 12563
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From: Elizabeth Neumeier

Reply To: eneumeier@earthlink.net

To: mdove@fec.gov

Subject: Draft Advisory Opinion 2007-31
Date: 12/10/2007 04:43 PM

Dear Ms. Dove,

Like an increasing number of citizens | sometimes spend money on line,
using services | trust with my credit card information.

When | donate to political candidates | sometimes do so through ActBlue,
which simply functions a trustworthy agent for processing my transaction.

ActBlue is not deciding which candidates should get my money. |

am. They are not contributions from a PAC to the candidate | am
supporting. Please do not elevate form over substance. Please treat my
contributions as what they are, mine, and provide matching funds.

Thank you,

Elizabeth Neumeier

28 Coggeshall Road
Gloucester, MA 01930
Phone: 978-281-2920
Fax: 978-281-2905
eneumeier@earthlink.net
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From: Lynne Lupien

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: ActBlue is not a PAC
Date: 12/10/2007 04:44 PM
Hi,

| am registering my opposition to considering ActBlue a PAC for purposes of public
matching funds.

ActBlue literally is just a mechanism for any Dem candidate to set up online
fundraising. The rules governing public matching funds are intended to keep “big
money” out of politics and keep “small donors” important. | agree with that
completely. However, ActBlue has the effect in campaigns of encouraging small
donors, by allowing individuals, be they bloggers, or just Joe down the street, to set
up a place for people to send the same sort of individual donation that you might do
directly through a candidate’s website or by sending them a check.

By ruling them ineligible for matching funds, you would be stifling small donor
participation in the process of donations. In regards to the fact that ActBlue only
allows one political party to participate, there is nothing stopping any other party
from setting up the same mechanism online, and | believe they should be accorded
the same ruling.

Please allow ActBlue donations to count towards public matching funds. | say this
as a voter who has not even made up my mind about which Democrat to support in
the primary, so | have no reason to want Senator Edwards (who is as | understand
the impetus for clarifying this rule) to gain a serious advantage by getting this
money. | just believe in fairness and want to ensure that the rules governing our
elections encourage instead of discourage public participation...as the rules were
intended to do. ActBlue is a poster child for the spirit of democratic participation.
Please do not let your ruling stifle that.

Thank you,
Lynne Lupien
Lowell, MA

No virus found in this outgoing message.

Checked by AVG Free Edition.

Version: 7.5.503 / Virus Database: 269.16.17/1179 - Release Date: 12/9/2007
11:06 AM
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From: Derek Bartholomaus

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: ActBlue Contributions
Date: 12/10/2007 04:45 PM
Hel | o.

| have been naking all of my political contributions this year

t hrough the ActBlue website. | just read that contributions made to
politicians through ActBlue nay not be eligible for Federal WMatching
Funds. This doesn't seemright. ActBlue is in many ways sinilar to
PayPal in that it is a service and not an institution.

| understand that the FEC is going to be making a ruling later this
week regarding this. Please do not renove the natching funds
eligibility frompoliticians who use ActBlue to make their donations.

Thank you.

Der ek Bart hol omaus
Los Angeles, California
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From: Harolynne Bobis

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: Act Blue
Date: 12/10/2007 04:50 PM

Dear Ms. Dove:

| have sent money to candidates through Act Blue because | like
being part of a community. Not a PAC, not an interest group; but a
community.

| am an American citizen and resident of Washington State, but |
have a domicile in Greece and spend most of the year here. Act Blue
allows me to learn more about candidates | am likely to support and
gives me a way to support them without having my email address
becoming part of the candidate’s assets.

As you are no doubt aware, email addresses are bought and sold;
especially those of people most likely to contribute because they have
contributed in the past.

Please allow candidate contributions through Act Blue to be matching.
Thank you,

Harolynne Bobis
5226 S Mayflower St
Seattle, WA 98118-2537

Harolynne Bobis

PO Box 72

Amaliada, TK 27200

GREECE
Harolynne@yahoo.com

+ 30 262 202 8672 home/office
+ 30 697 401 7844 mobile
Skype: HBobis1947
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From: RUTH DENNIS

To: Mary Dove
Subject: Comment on 11 C.F.R. 89034.3
Date: 12/10/2007 04:56 PM

I am a very small contributor, who uses ActBlue to donate
$5.00 and $10.00 contribution to various candidates. They
keep excellent record, and do no fund raising themselves,
and they make it easy for me to keep track of my donations.

A law written 30 years ago, to prevent illegal contribution,
did not take into account the internet, or the ease of
checking the source of the contributions made through a site
like ActBlue. The use of the word "check" is a testimony to
the out-datedness of the law. Who uses checks? Like most
people, I do all my banking online, with electronic transfers.

Contributions made through ActBlue are exactly the funds
that should count for federal matching funds.

Ruth A. Dennis
14007 Cerise Street # 114
Hawthorne, CA 90250
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From: White Winter Winery, Inc.

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: matchable donations
Date: 12/10/2007 04:57 PM
Mary Dove,

| amwiting to request the FEC noderate it's stance regardi ng donations
nmade to political canpaigns via the internet. M understanding of the
law in question is that it was to stop the pooling donations as a way to
evade contribution limts. O ganizations such as ActBlue or even the
polititian own website are not design for such illegal activities. They
are nerely a way for small contributors to participate in the el ectoral
process. ActBlue does not dictate to whomthe noney flows. The donors
chose who they support and donate accordingly, as with each candi date
website.

Pl ease regul ate according to the spirit of the | aw.

Ki m Ham | t on

6100 Lauste Rd

Iron River, W 54847
715-372-8200
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From: chandler77@aol.com

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: Act Blue is not a PAC
Date: 12/10/2007 04:58 PM

Act Blue is a conduit for payment.

If every candidate for office required me to send a physical check, | would
not donate.

Act Blue is a convenience.

Act Blue is NOT a PAC as it often has links to candidates | do not support
or could not support.

It's sole purpose is to transfer money to people | choose to support.

To deny my donations matching fund status is contrary to the intent of the
law.

Thank you,

T Chandler Levrich
2160 Buckboard Lane
Las Vegas NV 89123

More new features than ever. Check out the new AOL Mail!
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From: Marg Anderson

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: RE: Act Blue
Date: 12/10/2007 04:59 PM

Act Blue is NOT a PAC. Please do not regulate it as such. Act Blue is
nothing more than a political version of Pay Pal.

Thank you
Mark Anderson

39 Cleveland Rd
New Haven, CT 06515
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From: dlacerte@aol.com

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: matching funds of PACS
Date: 12/10/2007 04:59 PM

Dear Ms. Dove,

| just heard that the FEC is considering to not match funds given for
political candidates from Act Blue .com That is very dissappointing to me,
as | mainly contribute thru Act Blue. It is so easy and | can contribute as
little as $10.00 at a time. | can also give to more than one candidate at a
time thru that web site.

I mainly gave to John Edwards campaign. And always assumed it would
be matched by government funds.

I hope you will reconsider the decision to match funds from Act Blue

Thank you for your time,
Janice Lacerte

More new features than ever. Check out the new AOL Mail!
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From: Stefanon, Dyon

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: Draft Advisory Opinion 2007-31
Date: 12/10/2007 05:05 PM

Dear Federal Election Commission members,

| am a politically active citizen who has made at least one small ($50 or
less) contribution to a political candidate via ActBlue. Based on my own
experience, | would strongly urge the Commission to interpret the relevant
statues to allow federal matching funds for contributions made via ActBlue.
| believe such an interpretation would honor the spirit that animates our
campaign finance laws.

Some factors that support that interpretation (based on my understanding
about how ActBlue operates):

1) Contributions made via ActBlue are at every point destined for a specific
candidate/campaign, determined by the donor. At no point, to the best of
my understanding, does ActBlue make a decision as to who will receive
donated money; as such, the FEC could justifiably determine that ActBlue
is the provider of a financial service, rather than a "political committee."

2) ActBlue should not be understood as "attempting to influence the
nomination of any person for elective office," because the intention to
influence a nomination belongs to the contributor, not to ActBlue. This
interpretation is supported by the fact that ActBlue serves simultaneously
as a clearinghouse for funds directed to opposing candidates for the same
office; ActBlue does not "take sides" in primary elections.

3) By lowering barriers to political contribution, ActBlue acts as a powerful
agent for the democratization of American politics. ActBlue makes it much
easier for many more people to participate in campaign finance; such
widespread participation is one of the goals of our existing campaign
finance law--if not explicitly, then implicitly, in the existence of annual
campaign contribution limits. Before ActBlue, | had never made a
contribution to a specific candidate; I'm sure I'm not the only citizen whose
political participation has been eased (and therefore increased) in such a
manner by the existence of ActBlue and other services like it.
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4) ActBlue and similar services help to level the political playing field
between incumbents and challengers by providing challengers with a
widely recognized forum for receiving small donations; denying those
candidates the benefit of federal matching funds would unnecessarily
reinforce the advantages of incumbent candidates.

5) The fact that contributions must be verified by cross-checking bank
account numbers with home addresses should provide ample means to
prevent ActBlue from serving as a means to circumvent contribution limits.

6) ActBlue transactions are private, like other online financial transactions,
so there seems to be little risk that ActBlue could serve as a means to
coerce individuals into supporting a particular candidate.

To the extent that they democratize campaign funding, ActBlue and
services like are part of a significant opportunity that faces our nation in
this historical moment: to increase civic engagement and public
participation in the electoral process. | hope the FEC will stand on the side
of the common people, rather than promoting the interests of the political
establishment, at this moment of historical opportunity.

-Dyon Stefanon

13145 Dairymaid Dr., Apt. T2
Germantown, MD 20874
dyon.stefanon@montgomerycollege.edu






From: reneecote

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: Act Blue
Date: 12/10/2007 05:06 PM

Dear Ms. Dove,

Please reconsider the matter of Act Blue donations. | believe they should count
toward public financing matching funds purposes. Public financing should be
encouraged as a real alternative to raising special interest money. Disallowing
these contributions is a step in the wrong direction.

very truly yours,
Renee Cote

54 Dawes Ave.
Auburn, Maine 04210
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From: David Barrington

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: Fwd: matching funds for ActBlue
Date: 12/10/2007 05:14 PM

VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVYVVVYVYVYVYVYV

Dear Ms. Dove,

| have contributed several hundred dollars to the John Edwards for
Presi dent canpai gn through ActBl ue.

I now understand that this contribution mght be ineligible for
federal matching funds, whereas if | had nade

exactly the sane contribution through the Edwards website it woul d
certainly have been eligible. This strikes

nme as absurd. It was clear to all concerned that ActBlue was
acting purely as a free collection service for the

Edwar ds canpai gn and ot her Denocratic canpaigns (though | al so nmade
snmal | separate voluntary contributions

to ActBlue at the sanme tine). The funds were mine, fromny credit
card account, and this was al so obvious.

The intent of the matching fund law is obviously to reward the
candi date for obtaining many snall contributions

such as mine, fromnmany different citizens. ActBlue's intent is
al so to encourage small contributions and w de

participation by making such contributions convenient while
conplying conpletely with the letter and spirit of

canpai gn finance law. To penalize Sen. Edwards for using ActBlue
nmakes no sense

Respectful |y,
David M x Barrington

39 Pine Street
Amherst, MA 01002
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From: David Ring

To: mdove@fec.gov

Subject: FEC decision about Act Blue
Date: 12/10/2007 05:22 PM

Mary Dove

Federal El ections Comm ssion
Dear Ms. Dove:

| amwiting to voice nmy support for allow ng individual political
contributions made through the Act Blue website to be natched for
public financing purposes. Act Bl ue exercises no deci si onmaki ng
power over contributions; it is solely a pass through and a
conveni ent way to support candi dates.

Thank you,
David R ng

3610 W Soda Rock Lane
Heal dsburg, CA 95448
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From: Reade Bailey

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: Act Blue is just a clearinghouse
Date: 12/10/2007 05:31 PM

| urge you to allow that funds donated through Act Blue be able to be
mat ched by mat ching public funds. Act Blue is sinmply a facilitator, a
cl eari nghouse.

Thank you.

Reade Bai |l ey
Eden Prairie, M nnesota

P.S. If I had known that there was a chance funds | donated on Act Bl ue
woul d not be eligible, I would have witten a check...as would many ot her
donors, |'msure. My whole point in donating $250 to the Edwards canpai gn
was SPECI FI CALLY so those funds coul d be nat ched.
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From: Allen Mathews

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: Act Blue

Date: 12/10/2007 05:36 PM
Hel | o,

| amwiting while you are taking public coments regarding ACT BLUE
I am a disabled Anerican who uses nmy conputer as ny virtually sole
access to the world. Wen | discovered ACT BLUE it was a godsend.
They do not solicit nmoney and they |ist a nunber of candidates from
all over the country whose political beliefs are congruent with nine
The nost | have ever donated is about $28 di spersed to nunerous
candi dat es.

ACT BLUE is NOT a political action conmttee. It is only a website
that gathers contributions fromaround the country and sends the
contributions to nultiple beneficiaries only as | direct them The
noney | donate comes fromny Visa card. They sinply wite one check
to the candi dates | choose, thus saving postage and paper. If there
is aPAC it is aconmttee of one, and | amit.

Al | en Mat hews
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From: David Syphers

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: draft advisory opinion 2007-31
Date: 12/10/2007 05:53 PM

I"'mwiting to urge a sensible interpretation of current regul ations
with respect to ActBlue, and simlar organizations. These organizations
are sinply a channel to send contributions through, with all noney
coming directly fromindividual contributors who pick the recipients.
The contributions are reported to the canpai gns as having come fromthe
i ndi vidual contributors. Since ActBlue has no say over where the nobney
goes, and at no point has ownership of the noney, it is clearly not a
PAC.

It would be a pity to see groups like this stopped, when they help to
i nvol ve many snall donors, such as nyself, in the political process.

-Davi d Syphers

Department of Physics
The University of Washington, Seattle
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From: McPhail, Michael B.

To: mdove@fec.gov

Subject: I oppose penalizing Presidential candidates who raise money online via ActBlue.
com

Date: 12/10/2007 05:56 PM

Online fund raising clearinghouse like ActBlue should not be treated as traditional
PACs in determining public matching funding for Presidential campaigns or for other
reasons. This is simply a vehicle for campaigns and donors to take advantage of
the internet for fundraising purposes. That is all—no influence peddling. ActBlue
doesn’t even control where the money goes. The staffers simply follow the wishes
of the donors. There is no reason for these sites to be treated any differently than a
group of friends who choose to write out individual checks and send them to a
candidate in one envelope. Please do not go forward with plans to treat funds
raised via ActBllue and similar sites like they were one giant contribution.

Michael McPhail

Irving TX

Confidentiality notice:

This e-mail message, including any attachments, may contain legally
privileged and/or confidential

information. If you are not the intended recipient(s), or the employee or
agent responsible for delivery

of this message to the intended recipient(s), you are hereby notified that
any dissemination,

distribution, or copying of this e-mail message is strictly prohibited. If you
have received this message

in error, please immediately notify the sender and delete this e-mail
message from your computer.
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From: mssa

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: ActBlue and matching funds
Date: 12/10/2007 06:18 PM

It is nmy understanding that the FEC will deterni ne whether or not funds
col l ected through ActBlue and similar websites are eligible for federa

mat chi ng funds. ActBlue is not |ike a PACin the sense that one contributes
funds and then others decide how the funds are disbursed. Rather, ActBlue is
a clearing house that passes along donations in the nane of the individua
(not that different fromthe "Donate" buttons on individual websites). |
strongly urge the FEC to notice the difference between the way in which
Act Bl ue functions and how that is different fromtraditional PACs, to rule
based on the intent and functionality of the website rather than the litera
matter of who signs any particular check, and thus to allow federal natching
funds for any website that nerely passes individual funds along to the

desi gnat ed candi dat es.

Thank you.
Matt hew D. Stroud

100 W ckford Wy
San Antonio, TX 78213
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From: Todd Snyder

To: mdove@fec.gov

Subject: OPPOSE CONSIDERING ACTBLUE AS A PAC FOR PURPOSES OF PUBLIC
MATCHING FUNDS!

Date: 12/10/2007 06:20 PM

| amregistering my opposition to considering ActBlue a PAC for
pur poses of public matching funds.

ActBlue literally is just a mechanismfor any Denpcratic candidate to
set up online fundraising. The rul es governing public matching funds
are intended to keep "big nmoney" out of politics and keep "smal

donors" inportant. | agree with that conpletely. However, ActBlue has
the effect in canpaigns of encouraging small donors, by allow ng

i ndi vi dual s, be they bloggers, or just Joe down the street, to set up
a place for people to send the sane sort of individual donation that
you might do directly through a candidate's website or by sending them
a check.

By ruling themineligible for matching funds, you would be stifling
smal | donor participation in the process of donations. In regards to
the fact that ActBlue only allows one political party to participate,
there is nothing stopping any other party fromsetting up the sane
mechani smonline, and | believe they should be accorded the sane
ruling.

Pl ease all ow Act Bl ue donations to count towards public matching funds.
| say this as a voter who has not even nmade up ny nind about which
Denocrat to support in the primary, so | have no reason to want
Senat or Edwards (who is as | understand the inpetus for clarifying
this rule) to gain a serious advantage by getting this noney. | just
believe in fairness and want to ensure that the rul es governing our

el ecti ons encourage instead of discourage public participation...as
the rules were intended to do. ActBlue is a poster child for the
spirit of denmocratic participation. Please do not |let your ruling
stifle that.

Thank You,
Todd Snyder
San Franci sco, CA
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From: Dan Marcum

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: ActBlue
Date: 12/10/2007 06:33 PM

ActBlue is just a secure way of contributing to a candidate of MY choice. They
do NOT influence me, my thinking, my choices, my advocacy or anything else.
To categorize ActBlue as a PAC tortures the meaning of PAC beyond all
recogniztion. Further, it shows a bias in favor of REPUBLICANS. As such your
proposed action is biased in the extreme. Please do NOT take this proposed
action on ActBlue.

Daniel W. Marcum, JD, LL.M.
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From: Doug Decker

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: No to treating ACTBLUE like a PAC.
Date: 12/10/2007 06:40 PM

Please don't make the mistake of treating ACTBLUE and affliated

Love, WmDouglas Sincerely, Doug Decker Lake Balboa, California

Connect and share in new ways with Windows Live. Connect now!
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From: Tim Fogarty

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: No on DRAFT ADVISORY OPINION 2007-31
Date: 12/10/2007 06:57 PM

I amvery concerned about Draft Advisory Opinion 2007-31. Services |ike
Act Bl ue are not PACs. They are not fronts for wealthy donors. They are
just credit card processing organi zations, allow ng an easy way for
snmal | donors to nmake contributions to a variety of candi dates.

Ti m Fogarty
1549 N Poinsettia Pl #2
Los Angel es, CA 90046



mailto:tim@fogarty.org

mailto:mdove@fec.gov




From: JBSpires@aol.com

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: ActBlue; Please allow matching of contributions
Date: 12/10/2007 07:16 PM

To: Commission Secretary, Mary Dove, Office of General Counsel
Subject: Matching of Contributions made through ActBlue

Please allow matching for public financing purpose of contributions made
through ActBlue. This will be the 3rd election cycle where | have utilized ActBlue
to made election contributions. | utilize it as a tool for making the contributions |
select. My contributions made through ActBlue should not be construed as being
raised or selected by anyone but myself.

As examples, attached are PDFs of my own ActBlue pages from the 2006 and to-
date 2008 elections. | set up both these pages. | made every contribution on
these pages. | chose the races (any race, state or federal). | chose the
candidates. | chose the amount. How is this anything but an individual's
contributions from personal funds? All ActBlue did was facilitate my doing this. |
believe this is in compliance with the intent of the regulations.

In your ruling, please allow contributions through on-line clearinghouses like
ActBlue to be matched for public financing purposes.

Kindest regards,

Jeremiah Benjamin Spires
1105 Voight Street
Houston, TX 77009-7318
713-864-2583
jbspires@aol.com

See AOL's top rated recipes and easy ways to stay in shape for winter.
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From: bkoopmans@aol.com

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: ActBlue
Date: 12/10/2007 07:37 PM

Dear Mary Dove,

I donate very small amounts through ActBlue, because | trust them with
my credit card information.

The public financing system is designed to let campaigns match small
dollar contributions from supporters. ActBlue helps facilitate those small
dollar contributions. There's no reason contributions via ActBlue should not
count for public financing purposes.

I can only donate small amounts because, | gave up my job to take care
of my mom, who is 86.

Thank you for your time.

All the Best,

Bruce Koopmans
396 Nogales Ave. NE
Palm Bay, FL 32907

More new features than ever. Check out the new AOL Mail!
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From: Thomas Soppe

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: ActBlue is not a PAC
Date: 12/10/2007 07:51 PM

ActBlue is not a PAC. The FEC shouldn't be treating
it that way just so it can reduce liberal grassroots
organi zing. Please do not make governnment regul atory
agenci es into hack operations for the political right.

Thank you.

Tom Soppe

Looking for last mnute shopping deal s?
Find them fast with Yahoo! Search. http://tools.search.yahoo.conf newsearch/ category. php?cat egory=shoppi ng
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From: Rob Winikates

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: ActBlue Ruling

Date: 12/10/2007 08:03 PM
H FEC,

I would just Iike to add a vote that ActBlue donations be treated just

I i ke canpai gn donations, making themeligible for matching funds. As a
pi ece of disclosure, they once offered ne a job, which | respectfully
turned down, but this does not sway my personal views, rather it only
shows that | understand what they do. They are not trying to buy

i nfluence over a particular candidate with their fund raising
capabilities, rather only make the difficulties of running for office a
little bit easier. Please consider this email when reaching your fina
deci si on.

Denocracy thanks you,

Rob W ni kat es
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From: JBSpires@aol.com

To: mdove@fec.gov
Subject: ActBlue; Please allow matching of contributions
Date: 12/10/2007 08:32 PM
Attachments: jbs 2006.pdf
jbs 2008.pdf

[RESENDING WITH ATTACHMENTS AND WITH LINKS]
To: Commission Secretary, Mary Dove, Office of General Counsel
Subject: Matching of Contributions made through ActBlue

Please allow matching for public financing purpose of contributions made
through ActBlue. This will be the 3rd election cycle where | have utilized ActBlue
to made election contributions. | utilize it as a tool for making the contributions |
select. My contributions made through ActBlue should not be construed as being
raised or selected by anyone but myself.

As examples, attached are PDFs of my own ActBlue pages from the 2006 and to-
date 2008 elections. | set up both these pages. | made every contribution on
these pages. | chose the races (any race, state or federal). | chose the
candidates. | chose the amount. How is this anything but an individual's
contributions from personal funds? All ActBlue did was facilitate my doing this. |
believe this is in compliance with the intent of the regulations.

In your ruling, please allow contributions through on-line clearinghouses like
ActBlue to be matched for public financing purposes.

http://www.actblue.com/page/jeremiah305

http://www.actblue.com/page/moneywhereitmatters08

Kindest regards,

Jeremiah Benjamin Spires
1105 Voight Street
Houston, TX 77009-7318
713-864-2583
jbspires@aol.com
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